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DOCTRINAL.  | 

TO  MR.  WILBERFORCE. 

LETTER  NO.  4. 

Sir, — Tlaviiig  attempted  to  remove 
tliuse  obstacles,  which  mistaken  ideas  of 
scripture  evidence,  and  of  the  acknowl¬ 
edged  facts  observable  in  humao  life, 
have  opposed  to  your  judging  favorably 
of  human  nature,  and  which  have  indu¬ 
ced  you  to  adopt  the  most  inadmissible 
■iystem  mortals  ever  have  invented,  in 
order  to  solve  apparent  difficulties,  we 
may  now,  it  is  hoped^  without  offence, 
approach  the  system  itself;  and  we  shall 
venture  to  examine,  without  reserve, 
whether  it  be  consistent  with  reason  or 
common  sense. 

The  hypothesis  which  you  urge  upon 
oiir  belief  as  the  proper  foundation  of 
religion,  natural  and  revealed,  is,  that 
man  was  originally  possessed  of  every 
moral  and  intellectual  quality,  before  he 
had  eaten  the  forbidden  fruit;  that,  in 
consequence  of  this  act,  the  powers  of 
his  mind  became  darkened,  his  will  per¬ 
verted;  that  he  was  rendered  prone  to 
every  wicked  thought  and  evil  deed;  and 
also,  that  he  communicated  this  corrupt 
disposition  to  all  his  offspring,  without  a 
single  exception. 

You  must  allow  that  this  total  degene¬ 
racy  of  our  natures  can  only  be  ascribed 
to  one  or  other  of  the  following  causes: 
it  must  have  proceeded  from  an  absolute 
decree  of  heaven,  or  arbitrary  exertion 
of  divine  power,  introducing  some  imme¬ 


diate  and  miraculous  change  in  the  very  ' 
constitution  of  our  first  parents,  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  their  conduct;  or  from  the 
agency  of  an  evil  spirit  possessing  inhe¬ 
rent  powers,  or  receiving  permission  from 
God,  to  contaminate  the  parent  stock 
and  the  germs  of  existence,  with  every 
evil  principle;  or  the  change  itself  must 
have  taken  place  by  the  operation  of  some 
physical  cause;  that  is,  there  must  have 
been  some  natural  relation  between  the 
offence  of  our  first  parents,  and  the  de¬ 
generate  effects  ascribed  to  it.  These 
are  the  only  alternatives  that  present 
themselves. 

The  first  of  these  positions  does  not 
appear  to  be  maintained  by  any  advocate 
for  your  system.  The  whole  blame  is 
universally  laid  upon  man;  and  the  con¬ 
sequences  of  his  disobedience  are  consid¬ 
ered  as  a  just  punishment  fur  the  abuse 
of  his  free  will.  It  is  even  attempted  to 
vindicate  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  God, 
in  thus  ordaining  that  the  eternal  fate  of 
myriads  should  be  made  to  depend  upon 
the  single  act  of  an  individual,  by  the  al¬ 
legation,  that  if  our  first  parents  had  pro¬ 
ved  obedient  to  this  test,  their  posterity 
would  have  enjoyed  perfection  and  felici¬ 
ty  eoual  to  the  depravity  and  misery  in 
whicn  they  are  now  involved.  Indeed, 
the  contrary  sentiment  could  not  be 
adopted,  without  an  accusatiou  being 
bi'ouglit  against  their  Maker,  of  volunta¬ 
rily  becoming  the  immediate  author  of 
sill  and  misery:  without  supposing  that 
the  greatest  miracle  ever  wrought  by 
Omnipotence,  was  called  forth  for  the 
worst  of  purposes;  that  the  Deity  finding 
himself  disappointed  in  his  gracious  de¬ 
signs  to  render  man  perfect  and  happy, 
should  from  a  spirit  of  revenge,  inflict 
the  greatest  curse  upon  man,  which  his 
all-comprehensive  mind  could  devise. 

Nor  do  they  attribute  to  s:»fan  any  oth¬ 
er  power  than  that  of  seduction.  They 
suppose  that  this  evil  spirit,  jealous  of 
the  felicity  in  reserve  for  the  newly  cre¬ 
ated  favorites  of  heaven,  determined  to 
counteract  the  beneficent  designs  of  the 
Creator.  But  he  was  restr.iined  from 
the  use  of  any  other  means  than  that  of 
artifice;  that  he  perverted  the  judgment, 
vitiated  the  desires,  and  gained  a  com¬ 
plete  conrjuest  over  the  will  of  Adam  and 
Eve,  by  his  wiles;  knowing  that  the  na¬ 
tural  consequence  of  their  disobedience 
would  be  the  ruin  of  themselves  and  their 
posterity. 

;  Nothing  remains  therefore,  to  explain 


this  phenomenon,  but  the  influence  of 
physical  causes.  They  who  admit  the 
doctrine  of  hereditary  depravity,  are 
compelled  to  believe  that  the  sin  of  our 
first  parents  so  changed  and  contamina¬ 
ted  their  natures,  that  they  were  render¬ 
ed  incapable  of  procreating  such  a  race 
of  perfect  and  happy  beings,  as  would 
have  issued  from  their  loins,  had  they 
continued  obedient  to  the  divine  com¬ 
mands;  that  their  natural  powers  were 
so  instantaneously  changed,  as  to  com- 
municate  to  their  innumerable  progeny 
the  guilt  of  their  own  sin,  and  a  propen¬ 
sity  to  commit  everv  other. 

Let  us  now  examine  whether  this  be 
possible. 

Human  depravity  is  ascribed  by  the 
hypothesis  to  the  sin  of  Adam  and  Eve, 
in  eating  the  forbidden  fruit.  Whether 
wc  consider  the  account  of  the  first 
transgression  given  us  by  Moses,  as  ale- 
gorical,  or  as  a  literal  fact,  criininality  of 
conduct  must  eifually  consist  in  disobedi¬ 
ence  to  the  divine  command.  The  dis¬ 
obedience  was  manifested  by  the  com¬ 
mission  of  an  act  in  opposition  to  the  di¬ 
vine  prohibition.  Criminality  cannot  be 
attached  to  the  act  itself,  simply  consid¬ 
ered;  for,  exclusive  of  the  prohibition,  it 
would  have  been  no  greater  crime  to  eat 
I  of  the  tree  of  knowledge  of  good  an#  evil, 
i  than  of  any  other  tree  in  the  garden. — 
j  Nor  could  guilt  be  imputed  to  the  first 
I  impulse  of  desire;  for  although  the  height 
of  peifection  may  consist  in  the  elevation 
of  mind  above  temptation,  yet  to  check 
this  from  reverence  to  that  authority,  is 
justly  deemed  a  virtue.  Criminality 
j  must  have  commenced,  therefore  with 
the  yielding  of  the  mind  to  temptation, 
that  is,  with  the  resolution  taken  to  dis¬ 
obey.  It  is  consequently  evident,  that 
Adam  in  his  best  estate  did  not  possess 
the  high  perfection  which  would  have 
placed  him  above  an  illicit  propensity: 
and  it  is  no  less  evident  that  he  had  vir¬ 
tually  fallen  from  a  state  of  purity  and 
innocence  of  heart,  before  he  had  partook 
of  the  forbidden  fruit.  His  mind  was 
rendered  depraved  by  the  determination 
j  of  his  will,  before  he  actually  committed 
a  deed  which  is  said  to  have  plunged  all 
mankind  in  depravity.  The  act  itself 
was  simply  an  indication  that  he  had  not 
virtue  enough  to  resist  the  temptation. — 
He  must  have  been  equally  guilty  in  the 
j  eyes  of  his  judge,  had  some  miraculous 
interference  prevented  the  commission 
1  of  it. 
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Here,  by  the  way,  we  are  again  able  to 
recognize  parents  similar  to  their  oiT 
spring.  For  it  is  encouraging  and  yield¬ 
ing  to  irregular  desires,  which  constitute 
the  criminality  of  our  conduct.  This  is 
an  additional  evidence  that  they  were 
created  in  all  respects  like  ourselves; 
not  excepting  their  being  subject  to 
temptations,  and  being  subdued  by  them. 

It  appears,  therefore,  from  the  above 
considerations,  that  the  dispositions  of 
our  first  parents  were  perverted,  before 
the  actual  commission  of  the  deed,  to 
which  the  whole  evil  of  the  fall  is  inva¬ 
riably  ascribed.  Are  we  then  to  im 
agine  that  the  depraved  disposition  gen¬ 
erated  in  their  minds  by  the  temptation, 
is  the  primitive  cause  of  all  this  heredi¬ 
tary  mischief?  Could  the  indulgence  of 
this  one  propensity  produce,  by  any  phy¬ 
sical  law  of  the  constitution,  such  a  sin¬ 
gular  change  in  their  natures,  that  they 
should  be  necessitated  by  this  change,  to 
pro-crcate  a  race  of  beings  directly  op¬ 
posite  in  character  to  the  original  nature 
infused  by  the  immediate  jiower  of  the 
Almighty.^  It  is  allowed  that  a  prevail¬ 
ing  cast  of  character  may  be  transmitted 
to  the  immediate  offsprif.g;  but  the  hy¬ 
pothesis  attributes  infinitely  greater  force 
to  one  particular  desire,  excited  and  gra¬ 
tified  in  a  single  instance,  in  opposi»ion 
to  the  general  character,  than  to  the  in- 
tluence  of  the  general  character  itself. — 
Could  this  singularity,  which  has  such  a 
miraculous  appearance,  proceed  from  any 
physical  law?  Are  we  to  conceive  that 
every  other  propensity  with  which  our 
great  ancestors  were  endowed,  was  at 
onc^  annihilated,  or  at  once  rendered 
inert  by  the  momentary  indulgence  of  a 
single  desire.^  Are  we  to  suppose  that  a 
particular  viru»  was  contained  in  this  il¬ 
licit  desire,  potent  enough  to  spread  it¬ 
self  over  the  human  race  for  so  many 
tliousand  years,  producing  in  the  minds 
of  men,  not  a  single  and  similar  propen¬ 
sity  to  disobey  an  individual  command, 
but  a  congeries  of  perverse  dispositions 
infiniteiy  various,  and  numbers  of  them 
directly  opposite  to  each  other  in  their 
natures  and  qualities,  and  that  no  virtu¬ 
ous  propensity  should  be  transmitted  to 
check  the  contagion?  It  is  admitted  by 
our  opponents  that  Adam  and  Eve  were 
blessed  with  sincere  repentance,  that  they 
were  informed  of  a  promised  Messiah, 
that  they  possessed  a  saving  faith  in  him, 
and  thus  obtained  the  pardon  of  their 
sin;  why  was  not  this  penitent  temper 
propagated  in  a  similar  manner,  and  dif¬ 
fused  over  the  human  race,  that  the  dan- 
gerors  and  deep  wound  infiicted  upon 
our  natures  might  also  have  been  healed? 
like  potent  remedies  discovered  by  mor¬ 
tals,  which  by  healing  the  diseases  con¬ 
tracted  by  the  vicious  irregularities  of 
pareats,  prevent  their  baneful  efiects 


from  being  transmitted  to  their  offspring? 
Surely  the  same  laws  of  Adames  consti¬ 
tution,  which  acted  with  such  wonderful 
influence  in  one  case,  must  have  produ¬ 
ced  similar  effects  in  every  case  that  was 
parallel. 

There  can  be  no  answer  to  these  queries, 
without  recurring  to  a  proposition  which 
has  been  disavowed:  without  ascribing 
the  cause  to  a  miraculous  interference; 
or  to  some  original  law  in  their  make, 
designedly  planted  there  for  the  most 
pernicious  purposes;  by  means  of  which 
this  perfect  pair,  and  in  them  the  whole 
human  race,  have  been  rendered  prone 
to  every  evil,  by  one  single  incident, 
while  the  physical  influence  of  other  de¬ 
sires  and  propensities  are  not  permitted 
to  counteract  the  mischief.  This  is  re¬ 
solving  the  consequences  of  the  fall  into 
the  arbitrary  appointment  of  heaven,  and 
virtually  charging  God  with  being  the  in¬ 
tentional  author  of  universal  depravity. 

For  the  above  reasons  it  cannot  be  ad¬ 
mitted,  that  this  particular  desire,  gene¬ 
rated  in  the  mind  of  Adam  before  the 
commission  of  the  deed  itself,  should  be 
propagated  to  his  posterity,  and  branch 
out  into  an  innumerable  multitude  of  il¬ 
licit  desires,  according  to  the  operation 
of  any  physical  law  in  his  constitution. 

VV  ould  we  ascribe  the  baneful  influence 
of  the  crime  to  the  act  itself,  we  should 
still  be  at  a  loss  to  discover  the  most  dis¬ 
tant  connexion  between  the  supposed 
cause  and  the  dire  effects. 

It  has  already  been  observed,  that  the 
act  would  have  been  indifierent,  had  it 
not  been  a  tresspass  upon  the  divine  pro¬ 
hibition.  As  such  it  was  the  consumma¬ 
tion  of  guilt.  It  totally  obliterated  eve¬ 
ry  title  to  the  character  of  innocence. — 
The  unfortunate  pair  could  no  longer  re¬ 
joice  in  the  simplicity  and  purity  of  their 
minds,  enjoy  that  self-complacency  and 
confidence  in  the  divine  favor  which  a 
triumph  over  the  temptation  would  have 
inspired.  The  dreadful  penalty  was 
now  incurred.  The  deed  once  perpetra¬ 
ted,  inevitably  exposed  them  to  the 
threatened  punishment.  To  the  illicit 
desire  excited  before  the  actual  commis 
sion,  succeeded  terror,  shame,  remorse, 
self  reproach,  &  repentance;  which,  how¬ 
ever  it  might  mitigate  the  divine  wrath, 
could  not  restore  their  innocence,  or 
replace  them  in  the  state  of  conscious  in¬ 
tegrity  from  which  they  had  fallen. — 
Such  are  the  bitter  fruits  they  had  gath- 
from  the  tiee  of  knowledge  of  good  and 
evil. 

In  a  state  perfectly  similar  may  all  the 
children  of  Adam  be  placed,  under  a  con¬ 
sciousness  of  guilt  and  in  the  fearful  ex¬ 
pectation  of  the  righteous  judgments  of 
God.  To  this  they  are  rendered  liable 
by  the  very  constitution  of  their  natures, 
as  being,  like  their  first  parents,  moral, 


conscious,  and  responsible  beings;  and 
not  from  any  other  inheritance  than  that 
of  being  of  the  same  species  as  their 
great  ancestors.  Thus  by  contemplating 
all  the  moral  evils  arising  immediately 
from  the  commission  of  the  act,  it  appears 
that  they  must  have  been  personal;  such 
as  were  the  necessary  result  of  their  con¬ 
duct,  and  relation  to  their  creator;  and 
such  as  can  only  be  experienced  by  the 

offspring  that  imitates  their  example _ 

Nor  could  the  example  itself  indicate 
any  thing  that  had  a  natural  or  physical 
tendency  to  implant  those  seeds  of  uni¬ 
versal  depravity  ascribed  to  the  grand 
transgression.  Shall  we  attribute  the 
evil  of  the  nature  to  the  fruit. 

Of  that  forbidden  tree,  whose  mortal  taste 
Brought  death  into  the  world,  and  all  our  woe  1 

Will  this  solve  the  difficulty.^  Could  the 
tree  of  knowledge  of  good  and  evil  se¬ 
crete  from  its  juice,  and  deposit  in  the 
fruit,  nothing  but  a  malignant  virus, 
without  any  mixture  of  good?  Could 
its  intoxicating  qualities  diffuse  the  most 
opposite  frenzies  over  an  innumerable 
progeny,  and  transmit  them  down  to  the 
latest  posterity?  Is  it  owing  to^he  sub¬ 
tile  properties  of  this  fruit,  that  even  to 
the  present  hour  the  most  opposite  vi¬ 
ces  shall  be  generated;  that  one  child 
of  Adam  shall  be  disposed  to  the  sin  of 
avarice,  another  to  that  of  extravagance 
and  dissipation?  that  this  person  is  timid 
to  pusyllanimity,  and  his  neighbor  rash 
and  impetuous?  that  one  character  is 
treacherous,  another  overbearing  and  ty- 
ranical.^  Did  this  also  infuse  propensi¬ 
ties  to  ebriety;  lewdness,  fraud  and  de¬ 
ceit?  to  envy,  groundless  suspicions, 
deliberate  malevolence,  cruelty,  or  vin¬ 
dictive  anger?  In  short,  did  it  in  reality 
operate  in  the  manner  fabulously  re- 
orted  of  Pandora’s  box,  and  shed  oyer 
uman  nature  a  medley  of  evils  various 
and  opposite?  containing  within  itself  at 
the  same  instant,  the  germs  of  all  those 
wicked  and  contrary  propensities  which 
have  disgraced  and  tormented  our  na¬ 
tures. 

But  whichever  of  these  modes  you  may 
adopt  as  the  physical  cause  of  human  de¬ 
pravity,  are  we  to  extend  the  moral  ef¬ 
fects  of  the  fall  beyond  the  human  race? 
Did  it  exert  its  morbid  influence  over  all 
animated  beings?  We  perceive  some¬ 
thing  in  the  brute  creation  strangely  re¬ 
sembling  tho.se  propensities  which  con¬ 
stitute  the  vices  and  imperfections  of 
men.  Did  the  ruins  of  the  fall  extent! 
to  these  also?  Did  it  curse  the  hare, 
and  many  other  animals,  with  a  timidity 
which  keeps  them  perpetually  upon  the 
watch? — give  the  ferocity  of  the  tiger? 
subtilty  of  the  fox?  render  the  wolf  treach¬ 
erous  and  cruel?  teach  the  insidious  spi¬ 
der  to  weave  its  web  for  the  incautious 
fly?  Did  it  impart  to  one  animal  its  un^ 
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cuuquerable  sloth?  or  infuse  into  another  |  themselves*  as  may  be  seen  in  the  speci*  I  would  sug^st  to  them  the  only  mode  that 
its  hereditary  disposition  to  gluttony? —  mens  already  produced.  occurs  to  us  at  present:  Let  your  pub- 

did  it  foment  strites  and  quarrels  among  5.  It  is  wanting  in  the  German  transla  lication  days  be  changed  to  Monday*  and 
animals  of  the  same  species?  teach  mas- 1  tion  of  Luther,  and  ill  all  the  editions  of  it  receive  no  subscribers  from  a  greater 
tills  to  worry  each  other?  inspire  the  I  published  during  his  lifetime.  distancethanyourpaperscantravelbc- 

game  cock  with  persevering  hatred  against  I  6.  It  is  inserted  in  our  early  English  fore  the  sabbath  cometh. — Plain  Truth. 

hs  antagonist,  and  arm  it  with  spurs  for  translations,  but  with  marks  of  doubtful*  - 

llie  contest?  impart  to  various  animals  a  ness.  Anotbeh. — It  has  at  last  leaked  out 

den-rec  of  mutual  enmity,  as  often  as  they  7.  In  short,  it  stands  on  no  authority  that  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce, 
become  rivals  or  impediments  to  each  sufficient  to  authenticate  any  part  o('  a  a  daily  paper  established  last  fall  by  the 
other  in  the  gratification  of  their  appe-  revelation,  professing  to  have  come  from  Presbyterians,  has  been  guilty  of  Sab- 
tites?  Did  it  create  birds  of  prey  also,  God.  bath  breaking.  The  papers  for  Monday 

and  diffuse  universal  hostility  over  the  -  have  been  invariably  printed  on  Sunday. 

finney  tribe?  SABBATH  BREAKERS!  The  same  paper  has  declaimed  largely 

Concluded  in  our  next.  \  Serious  Matter. — A  few  months  against  Sabbath  breakers,  and  the  sup- 

-  ^  ago,  before  any  orthodox  shoe  shop  had  porters  of  Sabbath  breakers.  O,  consis* 

A  SPURIOUS  TEX  r.  !  been  established  in  Rochester,  our  fanatic  Icncy,  thou  art  a  rare,  but  a  precious 

It  is  surprising  that  Trinitarians  should  I  Bissell,  sent  to  a  pious  dea*  jc'vel! 

continue  to  quote,  in  support  of  their  church  at  Palmyra,  for  a  pair 

scheme,  the  spurious  text  in  1st  John,  V.7.  of  boots.  In  due  time  the  boots  arrived  Mental  Slavery. — The  following  decree 

a  text  now  admitted  to  be  an  interpolation  — but,  as  if  in  derision  of  the  ‘‘sanctified  made  in  France,  A.  D.  1620. 
by  all  scholars,  and  of  which  Adam  l  purpose’’  for  which  they  w'ere  intended,  “I  swear  and  promise  before  God  and 

Clarke,  the  most  distinguished  biblical '  ^|,gy  ^ook  passage  in  the  mail  stage,  and  this  holy  assembly, that  Ireceive.  approve, 
scholar  among  the  Methodists,  and  for  I  actually  travelled  the  whole  distance  and  embrace  all  the  doctrines  taught  and 
whose  opinion  they  entertain  a  proper  re-  j  fpj„„  Palmyra  to  Rochester  on  the  Holy  decided  by  the  national  synod  at  Dort. — 
spect,  observes,  ‘Tt  is  likely  this  verse  is  |  Sabbath!*  On  learning  this,  Mr.  B.  or-  I  swear  and  promise  that  I  will  persevere 
not  genuine.”  “I  cannot  help  doubting  ,  dyred  the  sinners  back  to  Palmyra,  un-  in  it  all  my  life  long,  and  defend  it  with 
the  authenticity  of  the  text  in  question.”  jgp  a  solemn  charge  not  to  show  their  all  my  power,  and  never  depart  from  it  in 
“I  must  own  the  passage  in  I  so/es  again  in  Rochester.  For  this  sin-  my  sermons,  college  lectures,  writings,  or 

stands  on  a  most  dubious  foundation.'  !  gig  offence  we  presume  the  poor  boots  conversation,  or  in  any  other  manner,  pub- 
•'Socinians  need  not  glory  that  it  isinrU-  j  have  been  doomed  to  be  trodden  under  lie  or  priv'ate.  I  declare  also  and  protest, 
fv.nsihle^  and  that  honest  /'rinitariaius  givc  '^  fj,Q(  by  some  Sabbath  breaker  all  the  days  that  I  reject  and  condemn  the  doctrine  of 
it  up.*'  “In  short,  it  stands  on  no  au-  J  of  their  natural  lives.  the  Arminians,  because,  &c. — So  help  me 

ihoiity  sufficient  to  authenticate  any  part  (  learn  that  a  discovery  of  a  I  swear  all  this  without  equivoca- 

id  a  revelation  professing  to  have  come  i  serious  outrage  upon  the  4th  com  ■  mental  reservation.” 

from  God.’  ,  r  .  ,  r.i  i  Imandment  has  recently  been  made  by  They  should  have  prefaced  the  Ordl- 

Such  are  the  words  of  Adam  Clarke  I  Bissell,  which  it  is  feared  nance:  ‘It  seemed  good  to  the  Holy  Ghost 

ill  his  observations  on  the  passage,  tor  |  productive  of  the  most  calami-  to  us  to  lay  upon  you  no  greater  bur- 

the  benefit  of  those  who  have  not  seen  it  consequences  to  the  Presbyteaian  den  than  these  necessary  things  which  fol- 

we  copy  a  part  of  his  *  Summary  oj  the  party  in  politics.  The  Boston  Recorder,  low,’ &.c. 

irhole  evidence  relative  to  the  Three  Ueac-  York  Observer,  Western  Recorder,  To  compel  anyone  to  swear  that  he  will 

euly  itnesses.  Lhnstian  Kegister.  last  and  least,  Bissell’s  own  dear  never  alter  his  opinions  about  controversial 

1.  One  hundred  and  thirteen  Greek  Rochester  Observer,  those  strenuous  ad- 1  divinity,  is  a  grievous  imposition.  It  might 

Manuscrip.ts  are  extant,  containing  the  vocates  for  a  Church  and  State  Party,  j  have  made  some  unstable  men  go  over  to 
First  Epistle  of  John;  and  the  text  in  have  been  detected  in  a  systematic  vio  |  popery  out  of  resentment,  and  say,  ‘If  I 
([uestion  is  wanting  in  1  12.^  It  only  ex-  lation  of  the  Holy  Sabbath!  It  has  been  j  must  surrener  my  body,  soul,  sense,  and 
ists  in  the  Codex  Montfortii,  a  compara-  ascertained  to  a  “dead  certainty”  that!  understanding,  the  Church  of  Rome  shall 
tively  recent  manuscript.  they  have,  from  the  first  week  of  their  have  them,  and  not  you.’ 

2.  All  the  Greek  fathers  omit  the  verse,  birth,  been  in  the  habit  of  secreting  them-  ■■ 

though  many  of  them  quote  both  verse  6,  selves  in  some  dark  corner  of  Uncle  There  are  in  England  about  50,000  pub- 
anil  8,  applying  them  to  the  Irinity,  and  Sam  s  mail  bags,  and  have  thus  prosecu*  j  carriages  for  tarvelling:  in  France  16,- 
Divinity  of  Christ,  and  the  Holy  Spirit ;  ted  their  travels  through  the  country  on  j  qoO;  Spain  JioeH!— The  public  roads  In 
yea,  and  endeavor  to  prove  the  doctrine  the  Lord  s  Day.  >Vhat  marks  the  con- 1  England  are  in  extent  about  100,000  miles; 

the  Trinity  from  verses  6  and  8f  with-  duct  of  these  papers  with  peculiar  atro*  i  jji  France  (with  twice  the  territory)  20  - 
out  referring  to  any  such  verse  as  the  7th,  city  is  that  while  thus  pursuing  their  |  qoO;  Spain  7,500,  half  of  which  are  not 
which,  had  It  existed,  would  have  been  a  travels  on  Sanday,  they  were  filled  with  |  traversable.  England  has  18,000  steam 

more  positive  proof,  and  one  that  could  the  most  horrid  imprecations  against  engines;  France  1400;  Spain /our.’ _ The 

not  have  been  overlooked.  those  who  were  doing  likewise!  productiveness  of  an  English  labourer  is 

•i.  The  Latin  Fathers  do  not  quote  it.  How  the  orthodox  brethren  mean  to  rated  at  500  francs;  a  French  do.  225;  of 
even  where  it  would  have  greatly  strength-  '’I  dilemma  we  have  not  a  Spaniard  at  80.  The  population  of  llie 

died  their  arguments  ;  and  wh'ere,  had  it  learned.  But  as  we  are  ever  ready  to  three  kingdoms  is — France  32,000,000; 
existed,  it  might  have  been  most  naturally  “do  good  unto  them  that  hate  us,”  we  England  (and  Ireland)  22,000,000;  Spain 

expected.  - ^  10,009,000. 

4.  It  is  wanting  in  all  the  ancient  Ver-  *  It  «*’**»<to*  to_ hold  inanimate  - 

sions,the  Vulgate  excepted;  but  the  more  4ih"coinniandment!’’ ransigressjons  o  t  e  uoj  yourself  of  your  faith  fo 

ancient  copies  of  this,  have  it  not;  and  incredible  as  it  may  appear,  the  etory  about  i  J'ou  want  charity  for  your  neikh- 

those  which  have  it  vary  rrreatly  amon*»  <  th«  boots  is  strmOv  true.  '  bor. 
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A  SOLEMN  APPEAL  TO  ALL  LIBERAL 
CHRISTIANS. 

(CO.STINUKO.) 

*7icake,  awake,  put  on  thy  strength,  O  Zion! 

2.  Employ  your  influence  and  year  wealth  (what 
you  have  to  spare,)  to  support  and  maintain  yonr 
own  principles — tlwse  principles  tn  which  you  DO 
believe — instead  of  contribating  to  the  support  of  a 
hierarchy  in  which  you  do  not  believe,  but  which 
you  conceive  to  be  dangerous  and  pemicioiu  in  the 
extreme.  Or  in  other  words,  ’'cease  to  do  evil, 
learn  tc  do  well.” 

Brethren, — In  onr  last  number,  we  pointed 
out  the  folly  and  impropriety  of  your  continuing 
to  give  your  countenance,  influence  and  money, 
to  support  the  modern  doctrines  and  popular 
schemes  of  the  orthodox  party;  while  in  your 
hearts  you  believe  the  doctrines  to  be  unscrip- 
tiiral,  irrational,  and  pernicions  in  the  extreme, 
and  the  schemes  of  their  leaders  dangerous  and 
destructive  to  our  civil  and  religious  liberties— 
We  showed,  that  in  so  doing,  you  were  traitors 
to  vour  own  cause  and  your  own  liberties,  and 
that  you  were  virtually  pampering  your  enemies, 
and  fettering  your  own  hands  and  feet.  Having 
shown  you  that  it  is  your  solemn  and  imperious 
duty — as  Christians — liberal  Christians— follow¬ 
ers  of  the  meek  and  humble  Jesus — to  withdraw 
and  withhold  your  influence  and  your  wealth 
from  the  omniverous  maw  of  modern  orthodoxy 
— which,  if  given,  serves  only  to  ^'strengthen 
the  hands  of  the  wicked  in  their  wickedness,” 
and  to  "make  the  hearU  of  the  righteous  sad,”— 
we  come  now  to  speak  of  another  and  higher 
dutv,  which  you  have  to  perform;  vix:  the  duty 
of  uniting  yourselves  in  society,  and  supporting 
and  maintaining  what  you  verily  believe  to  be 
the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus — the  doctrine  which 
y  ou  believe  is  taught  in  the  Bible,  sanctioned 
by  reason,  and  salutary  in  its  influence  upon 
the  human  heart,  and  human  conduct. 

This  duty  is  obligatory  upon  you  from  two 
important  considerations:  1.  That  by  so  doing 
you  may  be  so  united  as  to  successfully  oppose 
the  popular  schemes  and  dangerous  plans  of 
modem  orthodoxy — for  “union  is  strength;”— 
and  when  united  for  the  support  of  your  own 
religious  principles— as  you  act  on  the  defen¬ 
sive,  you  can  act  in  concert,  and  effectually 
parry  the  assaults  of  your  spiritual  enemies,  wlio 
would  fain  take  you  on  surprise,  and,  in  a  de¬ 
fenceless  condition,  swallow  you  up  in  their  all- 
gormandizing  hierarchy.  3.  That  you  may 
promote  the  cause  of  virtue  and  piety  in  the 
world,  and  participate,  yourselves,  and  extend 
to  othess,  the  privileges  and  Joys  of  public  and 
social  worship. 

•‘Union  is  strength;”  and  it  is  by  their  “un¬ 
ion,’’  or  rather,  combination,  of  strength  and  ef-, 
fort,  and  concert  of  action,  with  simultaneous 


exertions  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  among 
all  classes  of  people,  that  the  orthodox  have  be¬ 
come  thus  powerful,  and  so  far  succeeded  in 
their  ghostly  plans,  as  already  to  threaten  the 
immediate  overthrow  of  our  civil  and  religious 
liberties.  And  they  can  be  successfully  oppo¬ 
sed,  only  by  equal  union  and  equal  concert  of 
action  among  the  friends  of  liberty  and  freedom. 
We  say  then,  to  all  liberal  Christians — whate¬ 
ver  be  the  denomination  to  which  they  belong, 
or  the  peculiar  tenets  which  they  believe — unite 
yourselves  to  your  own  order,  or  with  those  of 
your  own  faith,  if  practicable;  if  not,  with  those 
who  come  the  nearest  to  your  own  views,  for 
the  support  of  Christian  worsliip  and  gospel  or¬ 
der.  And  let  all  these  denominations — we  care 
not  how  numerous  they  arc — be  united  together 
in  these  particulars,  viz:  that  all  men  are  boro 
free  and  equal — that  all  have  the  same  right  to 
read  and  understand  the  scriptures  fer^hem- 
selves — and  above  all,  to  resist  and  oppose,  uni¬ 
tedly  and  stedfastly,  the  strides  of  the  modern 
(self-styled  “orthodox”)  Presbyterian  hierarchy, 
in  her  dangerous,  monopolizing,  money-making 
schemes,  and  her  march  to  the  chair  of  State, 
and  unlimited  domination. 

Our  Baptist  brethren,  of  late,  have  many  of 
them,  especially  at  the  south  and  west,  and  some 
few  in  the  eastern  regions  of  the  country,  dis¬ 
covered  the  fraud  and  impositions  that  have 
been,  and  are  practised  by  the  Presbyterian 
leaders,  and  have  “acquit  themselves  like  men,” 
have  come  out  from  mysteiy  Babylon  and  wash¬ 
ed  their  garments  from  its  pollution.  And  we 
sincerely  pray  that  they  “may  grow  in  grace, 
and  the  knowledge  of  the  truth, ’’going  on  “from 
glory  to  glory,”  till  they  shall  all  see  as  in  the 
open  day,  the  oppression  of  Presbyterian  aristo¬ 
crats,  aod  learn  that  the  latter  wish  to  make  of 
them,  mere  “hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of 
water,”  and  panders  to  their  own  avarice  and 
spiritual  pride,  and  thus  seeing,  that  they  may 
“come  out  from  among  them  and  be  separate.” 
The  Jilethodists  too,  many  of  them  at  least,  have 
discovered  the  “cloven  foot”  of  the  Presbyterian 
oligarchy,  aod  teeing  that  they  were  bent  on 
obtaining  the  patronage  of  goverment,  and  tlie 
union  of  Church  and  State,  have  “drawn  back” 
from  their  Union  Tract  Society,  Uuion  Sunday 
Schools,  &c,  and  have  divulgfed  their  wicked 
designs  to  the  world.  We  say  then,  to  our  bro¬ 
ther  Methodists,  “go  on  and  prosper.”  The 
Episcopalians  likewise,  are  beginning  to  get 
tbeir  eyes  open  to  see-the  danger  that  threatens 
our  country,  and  we  trust  will  unite  with  liber¬ 
al  Christians,  to  prevent,  if  possible,  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  a  ^'ational  Religion,  guarded  with 
racks,  stakes,  and  gibbets.  The  Quakers,  Uni¬ 
tarians  aod  Universalists,  so  far  as  we  have 
known  them,  have  always  been  asserters  of 
equality,  and  patrons  of  religious  liberty. 

Let  then,  each  and  every  one  of  the  above 
.denominations,  be  united  together  firmly  aod 
stedfastly  with  their  own  party,  to  maintain  tbeir 


own  worship  and  order  in  society — (we  care 
not  bow  many  sects  nr  parties  there  are  among 
them,  while  they  allow  to  all  others,  the  rights 
and  privileges  which  they  claim  for  themselves; 
for  in  the  multitude  of  parties,  there  will  be  less 
danger  of  monopoly  or  exclusive  domination  by 
any  one  party.)  And  let  all  these  parties  or  de¬ 
nominations  be  united  together  as  one  party  ,  at 
least  in  this  particular,  that  they  may  unitedly 
and  successfully  oppose  the  claims  of  spiritual 
tyrants,  who  are  aiming  at  monopoly,  and  uni¬ 
versal  and  exclusive  dominion  over  the  purses, 
souls,  and  bodies  of  the  American  people.  If  it 
be  a  fact,  (of  which  our  readers  are  already  ap¬ 
prised,)  that  the  orthodox  clergy  have  now,  in 
their  possession,  and  under  tbeir  control,  in 
their  numerous  mammoth  and  monopolizing  in¬ 
stitutions,  “mors  teea/fAf^onf/te  U.  S,  Treasury 
can  command,”  is  it  safe  for  those  liberal  deno¬ 
minations  who  have  hitherto  been  nominallv 
united  with  them,  any  longer  to  remain  in  con¬ 
nexion  with  them, seeing  the  Presbyterians  ba\  e, 
and  will  have,  the  sole  control  of  the  funds.’— 
Answer,  No.  And  the  sooner  they  withdraw 
from  the  connexion — seeing  they  must,  when¬ 
ever  they  do  withdraw,  leave  the  funds  in  tht 
hands  of  the  Presbyterians— the  better  and  safer 
it  will  be  for  them:  for  they  can  then  establish 
institutions  and  have  funds  of  their  own,  wiUi 
which  they  can  counteiact  the  deleterious  and 
dangerous  plans  of  the  now  dominant  sect. 

Let  all  other  denominations,  who  have  been, 
or  now  are.  united  with,  or  have  contributed  to 
the  upbuilding  of,  the  Presbyterian  Hierarchy, 
from  henceforth  withdraw,'  and  forever  with¬ 
hold  from  them,  all  pecuniary  aid  or  personal 
countenance  whatever,  and  let  them  establish 
institutions  of  their  own,  such  as  they  think  will 
be  useful  in  promoting  the  cause  of  virtue  anti 
piety,  and  such  as  will  effectually  counteract  the 
ghostly  designs  of  the  (self-styled)  “orthodox” 
leaders,  of  establishing  a  National  Religion,  ac¬ 
companied  with  an  inquisitorial  tribunal. 

Leaving  each  donomination  of  liberal  Chris¬ 
tians  to  establish  and  support  tbeir  own  institu¬ 
tions,  and  their  own  worship  and  order,  and  to 
pursue  those  measures  which  they  believe  to  be 
best  calculated  to  promote  their  own  spiritual 
profit,  and  the  interests  of  pure  and  undefiled 
religion,  we  shall,  in  the  remaining  part  of  this 
Appeal,  confine  ourselves  principally  to  our  own 
denomination,  and  address  ourselves  particular¬ 
ly  to  Universalists,  on  the  high  and  solemn  du¬ 
ties  they  owe  to  God,  to  society  at  large,  and  to 
themselves.  S. 

[To  be  continued.] 

MORE  VICTIMS 

TO  THE  DOCTRINE  Of  BNOLESS  MISERY. 

From  the  Boston  Trumpet  and  Magazioe,  we 
learn  that  a  lady  of  exemplary  life,  by  the  name 
of  Hannah  Richardson,  a  member  of  an  ortho¬ 
dox  church  in  Cambridgeport,  lately  committed 
suicide  in  consequence  of  the  uubappy  influence 
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of  the  gloomy  doctrine  she  had  embraced.  By 
i-eflecting  on  the  awful  idea  of  never  ending 
misery,  she  a  sliort  time  since,  “became  gloomy, 
dispo^  to  solitude,  until  despair,  taking  the 
place  of  reason,  drove  her  to  the  rash  deed." 

“We  understand  (says  the  Christian  Intelli¬ 
gencer)  that  a  young  woman  in  Waldoboro,  who 
had  been  tlie  subject  of  a  religious  excitement 
recently  bad  in  that  town,  called  a  “revival," 
threw  herself  into  a  well  on  Saturday  of  last 
week  and  was  drowned.  Such  are  tbo  fruits  of 
that  doctrine  which  drives  people  to  despair.” 

Readers,  pause,  and  think  oftbe  above— then 
ask  yourselves,  ask  nature,  ask  the  Bible,  ask  , 
God — if  that  doctrine  can  be  from  heaven,  that 
leads  to  such  fatal  consequences?  Ask  again — 
was  the  notorious  and  fanatical  Mr.  Finney 
•moved  by  the  Holy  Spirit"  to  preach,  in  all  its 
terrors,  the  doctrine  of  endless  misery,  when  by 
it  he  drove  the  amiable  Mrs  Babcock,  of  Troy, 
to  despair,  ipsanity,  and  the  mad-house;  and 
the  young  lady  in  New  Lebanon  to  the  rash  deed 
o[  cuUmg  Old  her  own  longue,  on  account  of  her 
religion?  Let  reason,  or  rational  religion,  give 
tbe  answer. 

t^UESTIONS  FOR  BELtVXRS  IN  ENDLESS  MISERY. 

Ist.  Did  God  infallibly  know,  when  be  crea¬ 
ted  the  human  family,  that  any  one,  or  any  num¬ 
ber  of  them,  would  be  endlessly  miterable?  If  so, 

2d.  For  whit  purpose  did  be  create  that  one, 
or  that  number,  that  he  knew  would  be  endless 
sufferers  by  their  existence?  Did  he  not  create 
them  on  purpose  for  misery?  And  if  so, 

3d.  Are  those  whom  God  created  on  purpose 
for  endless  misery,  (seeing  their  existence  is  an 
loiinite  curse  upon  them,)  under  any  obligation 
to  love  the  author  of  their  being? 

THREE  POSITIONS — TAKE  YOUR  CHOICE. 

1 .  God  would  save  all  men,  but  could  not,  or 

2.  God  could  save  all  men,  but  would  not,  or 

3.  God  can  save  all  men,  and  will  save  all 

men.  - 

“Uoiversalists  are  but  one  remove  from  infi¬ 
delity,”  said  a  high  Calvioist  the  other  day,  when 
■:oDversiog  with  neighbor  B.  “O  yes,”  said 
ueigbbor  B.  “they  are  at  least  two  removes, 
though  I  believe  vou  are  but  one."  “How  so?” 
“Because  the  infidel  does  not  believe  Christ 
will  s^e  ANY  oftbe  human  family— von  believe 
he  will  save  a  very  small  part— and  vniver- 
sALiiTs  believe  he  will  save  the  whole  from 
sin  and  misery. 

RELIGIOUS  INTELLIGENCE. 

The  Northern  Association  of  Universdlitts, 
was  liolden  at  St.  Jobnsbury,  Vt.  on  tbe  Ist  and 
2d  days  of  October,  ult.  Ministering  bretbren 
present,  who  took  part  in  the  public  services— 
J.  E.  Palmer,  J.  Moore,  Wm.  Bell,  E.  Vose,  J. 
Ward,  and  I.  Boynton.  The  council  confirmed 
the  separation  of  Geo.  W.  Brooks  from  the  fel¬ 
lowship  of  tbe  order.  A  petition  was  presented 
to  the  council,  requesting  tbe  association  to 


withdraw  fellowship  from  tbe  fraternity  of  Free 
Masons,  which,  at  the  instance  of  those  who 
were  not  masons,  was  returned  to  the  person  by 
whom  it  was  presented,  as  a  subject  which  did 
not  properly  come  before  that  body.  The  pub- 
lie  sen  ices  were  well  attended,  and  an  increas¬ 
ing  interert  manifested  in  that  region,  to  obtain 
preachers  of  the  doctrine  of  impartial  grace.— 
The  association  agreed  to  liold  a  quarterly  meet¬ 
ing  at  Ilartland  on  the  first  Wednesday  and 
Thursday  in  January  next,  and  adjourned 
to  meet  at  Williamstown,  Vt.  on  tbe  Ist  Wed- 
nesday  aiid  Thursday  in  October,  1829.  An 
excellent  circular,  written  by  Br.  W.  Bell,  ac¬ 
companies  the  minutes.  Want  of  room  only 
prevents  our  making  extracts  from  it. 

Four  New  Universatist  Associations  have  re¬ 
cently  been  organised,  and  held  tbeir  first  ses¬ 
sions,  in  the  state  of  Maine:  viz. — The  York, 
Cumberland  and  Oxford,  the  Kennebeck,  the 
Penobscot,  and  tbe  Washington,  Associations. 
These  are  subordinate  bntnehes  of  what  was 
formerly  the  Eastern  Association,  now  the 
Maine  Convention  of  Uoiversalists.  As  tbe 
“North  gives  up,and  the  South  keeps  not  back,” 
may  the  sun  of  liberal  principles,  which  rises 
with  splendor  in  the  East,  continue  to  shine 
brighter  and  brighter,  till  it  reaches  and  illu- 
mines  all  the  regions  of  the  West. 

A  Convenlisn  of  Universalists  was  holden  at 
Eaton,  Preble  county,  Ohio,  on  the  5th,  6th, 
and7lh  of  Sept.  last.  J.  Kidwell  was  chosen 
Moderator,  and  A.  H.  Langley,  Secretary.  A 
committee  of  correspondence  (W.  D.  Jones,) 
was  appointed  to  correspond  with  the  “London 
Unitarian  Society  for  the  promotion  of  Chris¬ 
tian  knowledge,  and  the  practice  of  virtue," 
and  with  liberal  Christians  generally,  in  this  and 
other  countries.  A  lively  interest  in  the  cause 
of  liberal  Christianity,  and  a  truly  commend¬ 
able  spirit,  are  manifested  by  that  body  in  a 
letter  from  one  of  its  members  to  the  F.ditors 
of  the  Trumpet  &  Magazine.  We  bid  them 
“God  speed"  in  the  work  of  reformation. 

The  Franklin  Association  of  Universalists,  was 
holden  in  Dover,  Vt.  on  the  15lh,  and  16th  of 
October,  ult.  Ministers  present — Brs.  David 
Ballou,  W.  S.  Balch,  J.  Brooks,  Warren  Skin¬ 
ner,  O.  A.  Skinner,  and  £.  Sanborn.  Two  so¬ 
cieties  were  received  into  fellowship,  viz:  The 
First  Universalist  Society  in  Winchester,  N.  H. 
and  The  First  Society  of  Universalists,  in  Wind¬ 
ham,  Vt.  Four  Discourses  were  preached;  and 
the  Association  adjourned  to  meet  in  Townsend 
West  Village*  Vt.  on  2d  Wednesday  and  Thurs¬ 
day  in  Sejitember,  1829. 

Installation. — Rev.  Tbmnas  F.  King,  late  of 
Hudson,  N.  Y.  was  installed  pastor  of  the  Uoi« 
versalist  church  and  society  in  Portsmouth,  N. 
II.  on  the  tSth  ult.  Reading  of  the  Scriptures 
by  Br.  Sebastion  Streeter.  Introductory  pray- 
>  er  by  Br.  Hosea  Ballou.  Sermon  by  Br.  Street* 


er,  from  Acts  xx.  24.  Installing  prayer,  Br.  T. 
G.  Farnsworth.  Delivery  of  tlie  Scriptures  and 
Charge,  Br.  Ballou.  Right  Hand  of  Fellow 
ship  and  concluding  prayer,  Br.  Thomas  Whit 
temore.  Benediction  by  the  pastor  elect. 

A^quarterly  conference  of  Universalist  min?''- 
ters  was  holden  at  Cumberland  Plain,  R.  I.  ou 
tbe  15th  ult,  and  adjourned  to  meet  at  Belling¬ 
ham,  Mass,  on  the  3d  Wednesday  in  Jaunary 
next. 

Tlie  Christian  Intelligencer  says,  “Durint 
the  late  revival  of  religion  in  Tlioroaston,  Me 
57  persons  were  added  to  the  Uciversalist  soci 
ety  in  that  town. 

The  Trumpet  and  Magazine  says,  <‘It  is  some¬ 
what  probable  that  Professor  Ware  will  be  elect¬ 
ed  to  the  presidency  of  Harvard  College. 

CARD  OF  THANKS. 

[  Mr.  Skinner  tenders  his  very  grateful  ack 

nowledgmenlt  to  Mr.  V - ,  (a  Presbyteriiiii 

gentleman  of  this  Village)  for  the  great  soli¬ 
citude  manifested  on  his  account  by  the  lattei , 
and  for  tbe  ardent  prayers  regularly  offered  up 
each  Sabbath  morning,  in  relation  to  him— that 
“the  Lord  would  stop  his  mouth,  prevent  peo 
pie  from  going  to  hear  him  preach,  and  arrest 
him  in  his  wicked  course  of  preaching  universal 
salvation;  by  which  he  is  leading  souls  down 
to  hell,"  4-c.  Now  if  neighbor  V’s  intentions 
are  good,  he  is  certainly  entitled  to  our  thanks. 
But  as  none  of  his  prsyers  are  answered,  ‘‘eith¬ 
er  by  Urim,  or  by  prophets^"  we  are  irresisti¬ 
bly  led  to  the  conclurion  that  be  does  not 
“pray  in  faith,"  “lifting  up  holy  hands  without 
wrath  and  doubting.”  We  read  that  “whatso¬ 
ever  is  not  of  fsith  is  tin,"  and  that  “tbe  pray¬ 
ers  of  tbe  wicked  are  abomination  in  the  sight 
of  the  Lord." 

Correspondents  must  “have  patience.” 


ORIGINAL  COMMUNICATIONS. 

For  the  Evangelical  Magazine. 
BIBLE  PROOF  OF  UNIVERSAL 
SALVATION. 

Prove  all  things,  hold  fast  that  tchich  it 
good. — 1  Tbess.  v.  21. 

In  Courts  of  justice  it  is  a  general  rule, 
and  1  believe,  a  law,  that  where  the  char¬ 
acter  of  a  witness  is  unexceptional^e, 
his  positive  testimony  ought  invariably  to 
be  received,  in  preference  to  negative,  in* 
ferencial,  or  circumstantial  testimony. 
And  where  a  deponent  is  called  upon  the 
stand,  and  testifies  positively  to  any  mat¬ 
ter  in  dispute,  notwithstanding  on  a'cross- 
examination  there  may  appear  circum¬ 
stances,  and  inferences  drawn  from  such 
circumstances,  which  toa  superficicial  ob¬ 
server,  might  appear  to  oppose  what  he 
had  before  positively  declared;  yet,  with 
a  well  informed  and  impartial  court 
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and  jury,  notwithstanding  the  numerous  in  righteousness,  and  shall  nut  return, 
keeming  contradictions,  the  positive  must  that  unto  me  every  knee  shall  bowy  every 
in  all  cases  take  the  preference ;  and  tongue  shall  swear;  surely  shall  say,  in 
there  is  no  possible  way  to  avoid  such  the  Lord  hive  J  righteousness  and  strengths 
testimony  but  by  an  impeachment  upon  To  him  shall  come,  and  all  that  are  in- 
the  character  of  such  witness.  Now  we,  censed  against  him  sAa// be  ashamed.  In 
upon  the  authority  of  the  Law  of  God,  the  Lord  shall  all  the  seed  of  Israel  be 
and  the  testimony  of  the  Holy  prophets  jnstitied  and  shall  glory.” 
and  apostles,  declare  fur  the  salvation  of  Again,  he  says  chap.  55,  10  and  11th 
all  mankind  from  sin,  and  misery, through  versus,  *'Forasthe  rain  cometh  down, 
Christ  the  Saviour  of  the  world.  This  and  the  snow  from  heaven,  and  returneth 
proposition  we  shall  endeavour  to  support  not  thither,  but  watereth  the  earth  and 
by  the  most  plain  and  emphatic  testi-  maketh  it  bring  forth  and  bud,  that  it 
inony,  and  such  too  as  our  opponents,  we  may  give  seed  to  the  sower  and  bread  to 
seriously  hope,  for  the  honor  of  Christiani-  the  eater,  so  shallmy  word  be  which  goeth 
ty,  will  not  attempt  to  impeach.  Having  forth  out  of  my  mouth  ;  it  shall  not  re¬ 
made  these  brief  remarks  we  shall  turn  unto  me  void,  but  it  s/ta// accom/^/isA 
proceed  to  the  support  of  our  declara-  j  that  which  I  please,  and  it  shall  prosper 
tionj  and  we  sincerely  desire,  that  for  I  in  the  thing  whereunto  1  send  it.”  Chap, 
the  honor  of  the  mediatorial  kingdom  of  35,  10th  verse,  '‘And  the  ransomed  of 
Christ,  and  the  ultimate  purification  and  the  Lord*  shall  return  and  come  to  Zion, 
happiness  of  all  mankind  in  time  and  in  with  songs  and  everlasting  joy  upon  their 
Eternity,  we  may  adduce  such  testimony  heads.  TAcy  sAa// obtain  joy  and  glad- 
as  shall  render  a  defence  unnecessary,  if  ness,  and  sorroio  and  sighing  shall  flee 
admissible.  away.” 

The  witnesses  upon  whose  testimony  Thus  stands  the  testimony  of  Isaiah j 
we  shall  depend  for  the  support  of  the  and  without  any  comment  at  present,  we 
above  sentiment,  are  very  numerous;  |  pass  to  the  examination  of  St.  Paul,  rela- 
but  at  this  time  we  shall  introduce  but  live  to  the  matter  in  dispute,  who  says 
three,  viz:  Isaiah  the'son  of  Amoz,  St.  j  positively,  1st  Timothy,  2d  chap.  4th 
Paul  and  St.  Peter.  And  upon  the  tes  j  verse,  speaking  of  God,  that  He  “IVi// 
timony  of  these  three  we  rest  the  cause  I  have  all  men  to  be  saved  and  come  to  the 
for  the  present,  charitably  believing,  that  knowledge  oi  the  truth.'*'  Again,  chap. 4, 
with  the  exception  of  those  who  are  10th  verse,  Paul  says  of  God,  that  he  “is 
more  than  full  of  malevolence,  prejudice,  the  Saviour  of  all  men,  especially  of  those 
ignorance  and  superstition,  in  the  mouth  that  believe.”  “For,”  says  he  to  the 
of  two  or  three  witnesses  every  word!  Colossians,  i.  19  and  20,  “It  pleased  the 

may  be  established.  |  Father  that  in  him  (Christ)  should  all 

We  will  first  attend  to  the  examination!  fulness  dwell;  and  having  made  peace 
of  the  prophet  Isaiah  relative  to  the  sub-  through  the  blood  of  his  cross,  by  him  to 
ject  before  us,  who  says,  25lh  chap.  6,7,  reconcile  all  things  to  himsell;  by  him  1 
iind  8th  verses,  “In  this  mountain  shall  say,  whether  they  be  things  on  earth  or 
the  Lord  of  hosts  make  unto  all  people  things  in  heaven.”  herein,”  says  he, 
a  hast  ot  fat  things,  a  feast  of  wines  on  ■  Eph.  i.  8,  9,  and  10,  “he  hath  abounded 
the  lees,  of  fat  things  full  of  marrow,  of !  toward  us  in  all  wisdom  and  prudence, 
wine^  on  t  'c  lees  Well  refined.  And  he  |  having  made  knovvn  unto  us  the  mystery 
toill  dislroy  *n  this  mountain  the  face  ofj  of  his  will,  according  to  his  good  pleasure 
the  covei  ng,  east  overall  people.,  and  the  which  he  bath  purposed  in  himself;  that 
vail  that  spr  ad  over  all  nations.  He  in  the  dispensation  of  the  fulness  of  times 
«'/7/ swallow  up  death  in  victory,  and  the  he  might  gather  together  in  one,  all  things 
Jjord  God  win  wipe  away  tears  from  off  in  Christ,  both  which  are  in  heaven  and 
ALL  faces,  and  the  rebuke  of  his  people  j  on  the  earth,  even  in  him.”  1 1th  verse, 
shall  be  taken  from  off «//  the  earth;  for  “In  whom  we  have  obtained  an  inherit- 
iheLord  hath  spoken  it.”  ance,  being  predestinated  according  to 

Again,  chap.  35;  3,  4, 5  and  6th  verses,  I  the  purpose  of  him  who  worketh  all  things 
he  says,  “Strengthen  ye  the  weak  hands!  after  the  counsel  of  his  own  will.” — 
and  confirm  the  feeble  knees.  Say  to  1  “Wherefore,”  says  Paul  again,  Phill.  ii. 
them  of  a  fearful  heart,  ‘Ac  strong,  feat)  9, 10,  11;  “God  hath  highly  exalted  him, 
wo/,’ behold  your  God  tet// come  with  ren- j  and  given  him  a  name  which  is  above 
geance,  even  God  with  a  recompense;  hei  every  name,  that  at  the  name  of  Jesus 
will  come  and  save  you.  Then  the  eyes  !  every  knee  should  bow,  of  things  in  heav- 
of  ti\o  blind  shall  b^  opened :  the  ears  of  i  en  and  things  in  cor/A  and  things  under 
tlie  deaf  shall  be  unstopped.  Then  shall ,  the  earth.  And  that  every  tongue  should 
the  lame  man  leap  as  an  hart,  and  the  j  confess  that  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,  to  the 
tongue  of  the  dumb  sing,”  &c.  glory  of  God  the  Father.’*  In  view  of 

Isaiah  says  in  the  45th  chap.  23,  24,  - 

and  25th  verses,  “J  have  sworn  by  my-  *  st.  p»ul  ««vs  that  Christ  “gave  himself  a  ransom ! 
self,  the  word  is  ''one  out  of  my  month  fom//.” 


this,  the  same  Apostle  says  to  the  Rom¬ 
ans,  V.  21,  “That  as  sin  hath  reigned  un¬ 
to  death,  even  so  might  grace  reign  thro* 
righteousness,  unto  eternal  life.’*  Again, 
he  says,  “Therefore  as  by  the  offence  of 
of  one,  judgment  came  upon  all  men  unto 
condemnation,  even  so,  by  the  righteous¬ 
ness  of  one,  the  free  gift  came  upon  all 
men  unto  justification  of  life.*’  1  Cor. 
XV.  22.  “For  as  in  Adam  all  die,  even 
so  in  Christ  shall  all  be  made  alive.” — 
Verse  25,  “For  he  (Christ)  must  reign  till 
he  hath  put  all  enemies  under  his  feet. 
The  last  enemy  shall  be  destroyed,  death.* 
Verse  54,  So  when  this  corruptible  shall 
have  put  on  incorruption,  and  this  mortal 
shall  have  put  on  immortality,  then  shall 
be  brought  to  pass  the  saying  that  is 
written,  Death  is  swallowed  up  in  victo¬ 
ry.’*  “O  Death,  where  is  thy  sting'^  0 
Grave,  where  is  thy  victory.'” 

What  we  have  quoted  from  Paul  is  but 
a  small  proportion  of  his  testimony,  di¬ 
rect  to  the  point;  but  at  present  it  is 
thouglil  needless  to  quote  more.  We 
therefore  shall  pass  to  the  examination  of 
a  few  quotations  from  Peter,  and  shall 
forthwith  proceed  to  the  conclusion,  by 
briefly  summing  up  the  testimony.  Peter 
says,  Acts  iii.  20  21,  “He  shall  send 
Jesus  Christ  which  before  was  preached 
unto  you,  whom  the  heavens  must  re¬ 
ceive  until  the  times  of  the  reslituiion  of 
all  things,  which  God  hath  spoken  by  the 
mouth  of  all  his  holy  prophets  since  the 
world  began.’'  Verse  24,  “Yea,  and  all 
the  prophets,  from  Samuel  and  those  that 
follow  after,  as  many  as  have  spoken, 
have  likewise  foretold  of  these  days.'’ — 
Verse  25,  “Ye  are  the  children  of  the 
prophets  and  of  the  covenant  which  God 
made  with  our  fathers,  saying  unto  Abra¬ 
ham,  ‘And  in  thy  seed  shall  all  the  kindreds 
of  the  earth  be  blessed.'”  Verse  26, 
“Unto  you  first,  God  having  raised  up 
his  Sou  Jesus,  sent  him  to  bless  you  in 
turning  aivay  every  one  of  you  from  his 
iniquities.” 

The  testimony  upon  which  we  at  pre'- 
sent  rest  the  issue  of  the  case,  is  now 
before  the  candid  reader,  and  to  a  careful, 
unprejudiced  and  prayerful  consideration 
of  the  same,  his  impartial  attention  is 
earnestly  solicited  ;  and  let  it  be  here 
understood  that  1  do  not  concur  with 
many,  with  whom  I  have  conversed,  in 
the  opinion  that  “any  doctrine  is  prove- 
able  from  the  Bible.”  For  I  am  confi¬ 
dent  that  there  is  one  doctrine  that  never 
has  been,  and  never  can  be  proved  from 
the  Bible,  viz.  the  doctrine  of  endless 
misery.  And  it  would  be  folly  in  the 
extreme,  if  the  Bible  can  be  made  to 
prove  positively  the  horrid  notion  of  eral- 
less  suffering — even  to  attempt  to  prove 

•The  italic  Words  hefe  being  supplied  by  the  trM** 
Utors,  I  hare  omitted. 
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Viocn  the  same  book  the  doctrine  of  uni-  i  remitting,  and  their  condition  hopekss  to-[  ted  to  frighten — to  rouse  up  the  disteni- 
versal  holiness  and  happiness.  But  when  '  all  eternity!  '  pered  and  terrified  imaginations  of  feeble 

our  opponents  will  produce  one  solitary  This,  Sir,  is  the  manner  in  which  you  j  mortals? — You  must  sav  No!  Very  well; 
passage  from  the  volume  of  Inspiration,  land  your  associates  got  up  the  revival  ofj  why  then  do  you  not  give  your  hearers 
whicirsavs  positively  that  one  individual  |  religion  (falsely  so  called)  in  your  neigh-  those  reasons  why  they  should  repent, 
of  all  Adams  posterity  s/io//  e»d/c«s/y  borhood.  And  this  is  the  way  too,  by 'instead  of  giving  them  so  many  terific 
viiserable,  or  any  thing  that  can  with  pro-  which  all  our  revivalists,  get  up  so  many  i  descriptions  of  hell,  and  the  damned? 


have  the  politeness  to  make  us  as  gene-  accounts  for  the  earnestness  and  frequen- 1  kingdom  of  God  is  at  hand  j  repent(turn} 
rous  an  offer  as  the  above,  the  case  I  am  cy  of  your  endeavors  to  frighten  your  lye,  and  believe  the  gospel.”  Peter 


For  the  Evangelical  Magazine. 
LETTER  NO.  3. 

To  Rev.  Joseph  Chmberlain. 


certain  will  not  long  remain  doubtful.  hearers,  by  such  terrific  displays  ot  what]  (Acts  iii.  19.)  exhorts  the  people  to  “re- 

{Concluded  in  ournext.)  you,  and  they,  know  nothing  about.  And;  pent,  and  be  converted,  that  your  sins 

this  manner  of  conversion  accounts  for  i  may  be  blotted  out,  when  the  times  of 
I-  I  the  fact,  that  so  many  of  your  converts!  refreshing  shall  come  from  the  presence 

For  the  Evangelical  Magazine.  their  profession  and  become  of  the  Lord.’’  He  then  informs  them  of 

LETTER  NO.  3.  more  profligate  than  ever.  And  this,  “the  times  of  the  restitution  of  all 

To  Rev.  Joseph  Chmberlain.  may  account  for  the  still  more  la-  things.’’  Acts  iii.  21.  Here  then,  Si^r, 

-  ^  O'  I.  •  •  men  table  fact,  that  in  times  of  those  great  we  see  plainly,  that  Peter  inculcated  the 

Kev.  Sf  Dear  Air,  It  is  my  sincere  (religious)  excitements,  so  many  small  doctrine  of  Universal  Salvation,  and  gave 
desire,  that  truth  may  shine  conspicu-  parties  are  formed,  and  the  peace  of  so-  that  time  of  refreshing  by  the  revelation 
ously  in  our  creeds,  as  weM  as  m  our  throughout  whole  neighborhoods  is  of  this  doctrine,  as  the  reason  why  they 

hearts.  1  cannot  out  think,  bir,  that  totally  destroyed,  and  mutual  jealousies  should  repent.  I  say,  then,  my  dear 
your  heart  IS  gooil  enough  to  embrace  animosities  pervade  all  ranks  and  Sir,  “Go  thou Rnd  do  likewise.” 
the  truth,  if  j'ou  could  discover  It.  You  grades  of  people.  This,  too,  is  the  cause.  Thus,  Sir,  I  have  briefly  stated  my 
are  zealous  in  preaching  the  word;  you  ^yhy  so  many  are  so  self-important,  heady,  views  of  repentance,  and  my  reasons  whv 
seem  eager  to  evangelize  the  world— to  high.nunded,  and  censorious;  as  they  1  think  you  do  not  preach  the  true 
make  sinners  saints-— to  bring  out  those  consider  themselves,  after  having  passed  doctrine  of  repentance.  I  truly  hope, 
that  sit  in  darkness,  into  the  radiance  of  fiery  ordeal  of  conversion,  the  pecu-  Sir,  that  God  will  soon  show  you  your 
the  gospel— to  turn  sinners  from  satan  to  I  jjjjj.  And,  I  may  add  error,  and  enable  you  to  cry  aloud  to 

God.  All  this  IS  laudable  and  pod.  propriety,  this  is  the  reason  of  your  sinners,  saying;  “repent  ye,  for  the  king- 

But,  Sir,  it  ppears  to  me  you  take  an  exertions  to  get  up  an  excitement  dom  of  heaven  (not  hell)  is  at  hand.” — 

erroiipus  and  unsuccessful  course  to  ef-  vicinity  at  this  time.  For  you  Then  will  your  preaching  be  blessed. — 

lect  those  important  objects.  know  that  if  you  succeed,  you  will  be  And  though  the  world  will  hate  and  per- 

You  would  call  on  the  sinner  to  re-  able  to  support  your  sinking  cause  with-  secute  you,  peace  will  rei»n  within  your 
pent:  but  you  hold  forth  to  his  view  cer-  out  the  aia  of  argument  or  reason.  But,  breast,  and  you  will  be  leu,  as  was  John, 
tain  principles  and  doctrines,  by  which  Sir,  I  will  now  devote  a  few  moments  to  to  point  toward  the  redeemer,  saying, 
to  cause  him  to  repent  and  believe,  which  the  investigation  of  the  scriptural  doctrine  ^'Behold  the  Lamb  of  God,  that  taketh 
are  not  found  in,  nor  sanctioned  by  the  of  repentance.  And  first,  let  me  in-  away  the  sin  of  the  world.'* 
gospel.  You  tell  the  sinner  that  unless  q^uire — does  the  Bible  teach  (as  does  Mr.  I  remain  yours.  Sir,  with  all  due  re- 

he  repents  without  delay,  he  must  go  C.)  that  sinners  should  repent  in  order  to  spect,  ^  J.  B.  SHANNON, 

straight  to  hell — that  hell  is  on  his  track  escape  hell?  We  answer  in  the  negative.  South  New  Berlin,  Oct.  6,  1S28. 

— that  sudden  vengeance  awaits  him —  What  then  is  the  scriptural  import  of  the  .  .  - 

that  hell  yawns  beneath  him— that  God  term  “repent?”  and  why  should  men  ...S!  *T\**1P^ 

frowns  above  him  that  he  must  get  an  repent.  Ministers  using  violent  measures  to  correct  any 

interest  in  Christ,  or  be  lost  forever —  First,  the  term  repentance,  signifies  a  trifling  misdemeanor  that  may  occur  in  a  con- 
that  except  he  makes  his  peace  with  God,  turning  from  sin,  a  reformation.  gregation.  if  any  one  so  conductsaa  to  disturb 

he  will  be  eternally  damned !  Second.  It  is  produced  by  a  “godly  ill! 

r,  ,  ^  i  •  *:  ..f  f  ‘  ^  J  the  sexton  s  duty  to  see  to  it. — Ed.  Mag. 

Such  sm,  IS  the  characteristic  ot  what  sorrow  for  sin.”  FABLE  1  * 

you  call  gospel  preaching,  designed  to  And,  Thirdly.  A  “godly,  sorrow  for  Au  old  man  (aPresbyteriJn  preacher  in  Smith- 
produce  true  repentance.  But,  my  triend,  sin”  is  produced  by  a  knowledge  of  the  ville,  Chenango  cc.)  (bund  a  mde  boy  in  Church 
permit  me  to  tell  you  that  there  is,  and  love  and  goodness  of  God,  against  whom  eating  chestnuts,  and  atemly  told  him  to  forbear^ 

can  be,  no  evangelical  repentance  produ-  we  have  sinned.  St  Paul  says,  “the  |>«t  the  young  saucebox  plainly  declared,  by  con- 
,  .  11-1  r  .1  i  'c  J  r  J  I  J  .u  a"'  .  tmaing  to  eat,  that  he  would  not.  “Won’t  vou?” 

ced  by  such  displays  of  the  terrific.—  goodness  of  God  leadeth  men  to  repent-  ^dthe  pious  divine;  “then  iwill  make'  yon 

You,  Sir,  told  your  ordaining  council,  as  ance.”  stop.”  Se  ho  threatened  putting  him  out  of  church, 

also  the  people  of  your  charge,  that  re-  The  question  still  remains  to  be  an-  But  this  only  made  the  youngster  laugh  to  think, 
pentance  should  be  proclaimed,  that  sin-  swered,  2dly,  Why  should  sinners  ra-  tb«  preacher  should  attempt  to  make  him  stop 
,  ie  _ ^  with  fArrati  only.  “WelL  well,  said  the  sage  di¬ 
ners  may  be  saved  from  the  tcrofAo/  pent?  vine,  if  neither  commands  ncr  threat,  willV  I 

Goa — that  they  may  escape  hell — that  Let  inspired  men  give  the  answer. —  will  try  what  virtue  there  is  in  ‘physical  force.” 
they  may  evade  the  demands  of  justice,  See  Matt.  ill.  2.  * ‘Repent,  (turn)  for  the  So  the  old  man  came  down  from  tbe  pulpit, 
&c.  You  frequently  tell  your  congre-  kingdom,  of  heaven  is  at  band.”  Here  •‘dpp^  off  his  ewt  and  handkerchief,  commandr 
gation  that  they  must  repent  before  they  we  are  told  the  reason  why  men  slioutd  fhe“£,"«V4ti!dVSnt  £ 
close  their  eyes  to  sleep,  or  perhaps  they  repent,  is  (not  because  bell  is  at  their  by  force;  but  the  young  lad  was  too  strong  for 
will  soon  wake  up  in  hell! — that  there  heels,  but)  because  the  “kingdom  of  him  and  he  aacoeeded  not. 
they  will  be  doomed  to  dwell,  and  suffer  heaves  is  at  hand.”  Iiook  at  this,  friend  ahaU follow  them 

the  keen  ire  of  the  wrath  of  God— that  Chamberlain:  Tell  me.  Sir,  does  this 

their  paiQS  will  be  excruciating,  and  UD-  reason  look  like  any  thing  that  is  calcul a-  hdmvtr..  H, 
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«  GOD  IS  GOOD.” 

Goa  is  good !  each  perfum'd  flower. 

The  smiling  fields,  the  dark  greco  wood, 
The  insect  fluttering  for  an  hour, — 

All  things  proclaim  that  “  God  is  good.” 

I  hear  it  in  the  rushing  wind; 

Hills  that  have  for  ages  stood, 

And  clouds,  with  gold  and  silver  lin'd, 

All  still  repeat  that  “God  is  good.” 

Each  little  rill  which  manj  a  year 
Has  the  same  verdantcoursc  pursued ; 
And  every  bird,  in  accents  clear. 

Joins  in  the  song  that  “  God  is  good.” 

Countless  hosts  of  twinkling  stars. 

Which  e’en  the  keenest  sight  elude — 
The  rising  sun  each  day  declares. 

In  rays  of  light,  that  “God  is  good.’* 

The  restless  main,  with  haughty  roar. 
Calms  each  wild  wave  and  billow  rude, 
Retreats  subimssive  from  the  shore. 

And  joins  the  chorus  “God  is  good.” 

The  moon  that  walks  in  brightness,  says. 
That  “God  is  good” :  and  man,  endued 
With  power  to  speak  bis  Maker’s  praise. 
Should  still  repeat  “that  God  is  good.” 

HOPE. 

Cease,  my  heart,  O  cease  repining. 

Let  not  grief  corrode  my  breast; 

All  my  cares  to  Heaven  resigning, 

Oe  my  sorrows  lulled  to  rest. 

See  yon  morning  star  that  rises. 
Leading  on  the  orb  of  day  ; 

So  my  bosom  recognises 
llors’s  serene  elTulgent  ray. 


it,  and  know  what  it  is  to  enjoy  it.  In  t 
such  a  religion,  charity  would  be  a  gainer, 
and  faith  would  be  no  loser,  and  it  would 
be  an  easier  task  to  satisfy  doubters,  to 
bring  over  infidels  and  to  re-unite  believ¬ 
ers.  Before  the  Jews  shall  be  converted, 
and  the  Gentiles  flow  into  the  church,  it  is 
reasonable  to  suppose,  that  in  the  Chris¬ 
tian  world  there  will  be  more  harmony, 
more  mutual  complaisance  and  forbear- 
I  ance,  than  at  present  is  to  be  found. 

I  An  ingenuous  plan  for  increasing  the 
I  power  of  the  voice,  has  been  carried  into 
I  execution  at  .\tterclilfe  Church,  Shelfield, 
by  erecting  a  concave  sounding  board;  to 
act  as  a  reflector  behind  the  reauing  desk 
and  pulpit,  with  the  speaker’s  voice  near 
the  focus  of  the  concave.  The  efiect  of 
this  reflector,  it  is  said,  increases  the 
power  ot  the  voice  five  times  beyond  its 
ordinary  volume,  so  that  it  can  be  heard 
i  in  the  most  distant  comes  of  the  Church. 

Pensijlvania  Gazette. 

i  _  - 

j  The  virtuom  poor  to  be  encouraged. — It 
I  is  much  to  be  wished,  that  more  effectual 
methods  could  be  contrived  to  suppress 
vice  aud  to  assist  the  willing,  and  to  com¬ 
pel  the  unwilling,  to  earn  their  bread  hon¬ 
estly  in  the  days  of  their  youth  &  strength, 
and  thereby  to  secure  the  peace  of  civil 
society,  and  to  save  from  ruin  so  many 
poor  creatures,  of  whom  it  is  hard  to  de¬ 
cide,  whether  they  be  more  wicked,  or 
more  miserable,  and  whose  crimes  it  would 
be  far  better  to  pFeveut  than  to  punish.  If 
I  vve  could  do  any  thing  to  remove  or  to  di- 
I  minish  these  dreadful  evils,  moral  and 
I  natural,  the  love  of  God  and  of  man  would 
,  be  our  reward.  But  these  are  things 
j  which  perhaps  arc  reserved  for  another 
i  generation. 


Come,  sweet  Hope,  Ihou  mourner's  tress-  i 

Haste,  return,  celestial  guest ;  j  Catholicism.. — Polite  learning,  or  hu- I 

Again  illume  with  heavenly  pleasure  j  manity,  helps  to  open  and  enlarge  the 

A  bosom  long  with  grief  opprest.  1  mind,  and  to  give  it  a  generous  and  liberal  | 

So  when  life’s  last  drama  closes,  j  "'ay  of  thinking,  not  what  is  vulgarly  call-  I 

.And  its  brightest  scenes  decay,  ed  “  free  thinking,”  and  belongs  to  vul-  I 

llops’s  fair  hand  shall  scatter  roses  j  understandings.  Learning  has  a  love-  ! 

O'er  my  path  to  realm,  of  day.  I  *7  called  moderation,  and  modera-  1 

I  tion  IS  not  afraid  or  ashamed  to  shotv  her 
~~Purtu  Spirit.— In  this  world,  in  this  face  in  the  theological  world  ;  the  number 
^reat  infirmary,  among  other  distempers  of  her  friends  is  increased,  and  whilst  our 
with  which  poor  mortels  are  afflicted,  is  an  constitution  subsists,  they  are  m  no 
intemperate  zeal,  or  a  spirit  of  party,  of  being  sewed  up  in  a  bag  with  a 

which,  when  it  atises  to  a  certain  pitch,  is  monkey,  a  viper,  a  wit,  and  a  free  think- 
uot  to  be  restrained  by  the  gentle  bauds  of  flung  into  the  nver.  1  hat 

reason;  they  are  broken  assunder,  as  a  hberty  of  prophesying  4nay  prevail,  and 
thread  touched  with  fire.  The  imagina-  ‘  profane  licentiousness  mav  be  res- 
tion  then  plays  her  part,  and  raises  an  ug-  fmined,  are  wishes  which  should  always 
ly  phantom,  and  the  man  .spends  his  rage  be  joined  together. 

ii^n  it,  aud  sometimes  strikes  at  liis  - 

friend.  IFRaf  makes  a  man  a  Christian. — “And 

■  -  "  now  if  men  will  say  I  persuade  to  imlif- 

Pure  Christiani'y. — The  more  simple  ferency,  I  must  bear  it  as  well  as  1  can. 
and  unexceptionable  a  religion  is,  the  I  am  nut  yet  without  remedy,  as  they  are; 
dearer  it  will  be  to  those  who  understand  for  patience  will  help  me;  and  reason 


cannot  cure  them.”  The  words  are  bor¬ 
rowed  from  a  pious,  ingenuous,  learned, 
charitable,  and  sweet  tempered  bishop, 
who,  with  a  noble  candor  and  generous 
openness,  pleads  the  cause  of  Miberty  of 
prophesying,’  and  who  never  was  censur¬ 
ed  for  it  by  any  man  worth  the  mention¬ 
ing,  though  probal^  he  was  reviled  by 
those  who  called  ‘Tillotsoii  an  Atheist’ 
If  these  two  excellent  prelates,  and 
Erasmus,  and  Chillingwortli,  and  John 
Hales,  and  Locke,  and  Episcopius,  and 
Grotius,  and  many  wlio  shall  not  be  na¬ 
med,  had  been  contemporaries,  and  had 
met  together  freely  to  determine  tlie  im¬ 
portant  question,  'What  makes  a  man  a 
Christian,  and  what  profession  of  failli 
should  be  deemed  suflicient,’  they  wyuld 
probably  have  agreed,  notwitbitanding 
the  diversity  of  opinions  which  they 
might  all  have  had  on  some  theological 
points.  There  have  been  others  indeed, 
who  on  such  an  occasion  would  have  giv¬ 
en  us  an  ample  catalogue  of  ‘necessaries,’ 
the  inference  from  which  would  have 
been,  that  it  must  needs  be  a  very  learn¬ 
ed,  and  a  very  subtle,  and  a  very  ingeni¬ 
ous  thiug  to  be  a  good  Christian  :  ful¬ 
some  of  these  ‘necessaries’  are  of  so  re¬ 
fined  a  nature,  that  the  understanding  can 
hardly  lay  hold  of  them  or  the  memory 
retain  them. 

j  Controversy. — Authors  should  avoid,  as 
I  much  as  they  can,  replies  and  rejoinders, 
j  the  usual  consequences  of  which  are,  loss 
j  of  time,  and  loss  of  temper.  Happy  is  he 
who  is  engaged  in  a  controversy  with  his 
I  own  passions,  and  comes  off  superior ;  who 
I  makes  it  his  endeavor  that  his  follies  and 
weaknesses  may  die  before  him,  and  w-ho 
daily  meditates  on  mortality  and  immortal- 
!ity. 

1  It  is  to  the  honor  of  true  religion,  that  it 
'  is  a  reasonable  service  ;  that  it  requires  of 
)us  no  rigorous  austerities,  or  superstitions 
I  mortifications. 

I  MAllllIED, 

j  In  this  Village,  on  Thursday  last,  by 
the  Rev.  I).  Skinner.  Mr.  Samuel  Rogers 
to  Mrs.  Caroline  Buraclough,  all  of  this 
place. 

In  Clinton,  on  Ihc  26th  ult.  by  the 
Rev.  S.  R.  Smith,  Mr.  Henry  B.  Beatty 
to  Miss  Helen  Stephens,  both  of  this 
Village. 

NOTICE. 

The  Annual  meeting  of  the  First  So¬ 
ciety  of  Universalists  in  Utica,  for  the 
choice  of  officers,  &c.  will  be  hulden  at 
the  Court  House,  in  this  Village,  on  Fri¬ 
day  even’g  next,  (2 1st  inst. )  at  6  o’clock. 
A  punctual  attendance  is  requested, 
i  THOS.  E.  FARMELEE,  Cierk. 

I  Utica,  Nov.  15. 


